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we compare it with the enormous crop of cuneiform
tablets of ancient Babylonia, preserving long epics and
great narratives, or of the Hittite diplomatic correspon-
dence, of the panegyrical Assyrian records or the re-
port of the eponymous magistracies, or of the extensive
inscriptions in the Ramesseum or on the exteriors
of the Egyptian temples or again with the hierogly-
phics of the pyramids or the sarcophagi, indeed our
disappointment knows no bounds. The Indus field looks
singularly barren. Yet however, we know that the
art of writing was known to the Indus people. The
seals are topped with a line or lines of writing which
is suggested to have been written from right to left,
or at places in the boustrophedon style i.e. written from
right to left and then from left to right. Unfortuna-
tely the Indus script, like the Minoan, remains
undeciphered as yet, although numerous attempts
at its decipherment have been made. It is, however,
supposed to belong to the proto-Elamite and hiero-
glyphic order, and its characters (some four hundred
signs have been classified) have a pictographic look.
When finally deciphered, the script is bound to throw
a flood of light on the life and beliefs of the people
of the Indus Valley. It has been sought to be re-
lated to the Brahmi and enthusiasts have not been
wanting who have essayed to connect it to the proto-
Brahmi script. But their ingenuity has failed to
achieve anything and the remotest possibility of that
kind has for the moment been discredited.
Religion and the Disposal of the Dead
The extensive remains of the civilization have
thus far failed to yield positive proofs in the form of
temples or priestcraft. But, as already pointed out,
there is no dearth of iconic objects which may stand
for cult articles. Numerous terracottas that have
come to light betoken of the Nature Mother or the
Mother Goddess whose worship was in vogue in all
the lands between Persia and the Aegean coasts. In